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The second of a series of conferences on the topic of the need for a Marxist-Leninist Party in the US was held in October of 2012.

Three comrades put forward written ideas and suggestions regarding the nature of a Communist Workers Party and are included in this pamphlet. As we are still not a democratic centralist organization, so each speech is the responsibility of the presenter. The speeches were titled:

1) What distinguishes our Proposal from the Organizations that Already Exist?

2) What is a Workers Revolutionary Vanguard Party?
3) The Need for a United Front of Workers, Oppressed Nationalities and Others Against the Capitalist Crisis, Attacks and Imperialist Wars.

After the brief presentations, there took place an exchange of ideas and comments.

From this exchange, it was agreed to take four organizational steps to implement proposals based on the presentations. These are: a) organize several study circles throughout New York City and other cities before the end of the year; b) constitute a committee to lead the work towards the creation of a regular publication; c) form a committee to propose a program for the organization, and d) create a finance committee.
It was further agreed to organize another conference to be held in early 2013.
What Distinguishes Our Political Proposal from the 
Organizations that Already Exist in the United States?

By Daniel Vila

Greetings Comrades:

In New York City there are at least dozens of political formations, all relatively small, that call themselves socialist. On the national level there are thousands of groups, organizations and parties that call themselves socialist.

Therefore, it does not surprise us that when we made the call to consider the creation of a new socialist political formation, that we would be asked: why do we need another group? Why don’t we unite with one that already exists?

Here are some of the reasons that justify the creation of a new socialist organization.

1.
In the first place the workers of New York City and the United States need a powerful organization that will help them seize political power. There must be a party that actively and without embarrassment recruits to a communist party that declares without a doubt or reservation that it is the party of the working-class.

Such a party must be active within the unions and help to organize new workshops and unions in those areas where the existing unions don’t want to organize. In the 1930s and 40s there was a Communist Party that, in spite of ideological weaknesses, was very active in the defense and organization of the working class in the U.S. But for decades the socialists in this country have not made this type of fight their priority. We know that the different political formations of the Left often rush to support the struggles of the working-class. Thus it was with the fight around Stella d'Oro a few years ago and the support that is being given to the workers of `Hot & Crusty'. But these struggles are sporadic and without a political strategy to recruit the most advanced workers to a party. And when a labor struggle ends for whatever reason, the socialists move on to another struggle that they consider important, a labor or non-labor struggle. Since the 1960s we have seen one improvisation after another one as a substitute for a fighting organizational program. We need a party that organizes the workers politically in theory and practice. And it will not stop at winning small struggles here and there. We need a party that, while it takes part in these skirmishes in the class struggle also constantly points out that there will never be justice for the working class until it wins political power in the country.

2. 
Secondly we need a party that educates the working class politically in Marxism-Leninism. As Lenin and many others already pointed out, without a revolutionary theory there cannot be a revolution. Therefore we must launch an ideological offensive over the next few years. Capitalism is in crisis and now more than ever it is time to declare to the working class that its ideology is socialism. We must form Marxist study circles in workplaces, universities and communities. These circles must also serve to recruit and create communist committees.

3. 
Thirdly we need a clearly socialist newspaper that is directed to the working class. In essence the function of that newspaper should be to apply the two above points: that the workers must aspire to political power since only in that way can they obtain social justice; and the newspaper should help to introduce Marxist-Leninist ideas and concepts to the working class. Here we are talking about introducing them to Dialectic Materialism, Historical Materialism, Political Economy and the concept of the Marxist Vanguard Party. There are not many newspapers, if there are any, which helps to put out this message. But these ideas on paper are useless if they are not brought to the working class. So it is essential that the distribution of this newspaper must be mainly in the workplaces and working class communities. Unfortunately, most socialist newspapers end up in the hands of other activists and are rarely distributed in workplaces and working class communities. Our objective must be that even if there are three copies of a newspaper, they should be distributed in these places, eventually by the workers and residents of these communities themselves. In this way, we will achieve what Lenin and others pointed out that the newspaper must be the organizer of the working class.

4. 
In fourth place we need a party that is constantly recruiting and growing. The capitalist crisis, even according to the bourgeois economists themselves, will get worse, not better. This means that millions of people will become disillusioned with the parties of the bourgeoisie. They will be looking for alternatives. If we are conscious of this we must rush to build an organization that, even if it is small in the beginning, will be able to grow quickly due to its correct interpretation of reality and the political environment and its methodology. But to achieve this we cannot continue applying the organizational model of many groups on the Left, particularly of Workers World Party. We have seen how for decades some 30 or 40 comrades have almost heroically fought the capitalist system and imperialism. When objective conditions demand an anti-war coalition they form an anti-war coalition. When there are budget cuts they form a new coalition against budget cuts. When one must protest against police brutality they reconstitute themselves to form a new coalition against police brutality. And so for decades dozens of activists have kept their organization alive and RELEVANT in the eyes of the Left. But we have seen that after decades of this organizational model the organization has not grown. Some comrades leave and others replace them. But Workers World Party has not grown, either at the local or the national level.

And it is not the only group that does this. Many other groups imitate that organizational model. Therefore we need to implement an organizational model that lets us grow quantitatively and qualitatively. To do this we must apply the communist model with a revolutionary program, the creation of organs in the workplaces and around the city. And above all, we must bring the party to the working class communities. In the workplaces and the working class communities: it is there that we must build and strengthen the party of the working class.

Summarizing then: 1) our proposal for a new communist organization is different because we want a party which stands out as the party which wants to help the working class reach political power; 2) that organization should educate the working class on Marxism-Leninism; 3) that organization should have a revolutionary newspaper which organizes the working class; 4) and that organization should be firmly rooted in the workplaces and communities of the working class.

What is a Workers Revolutionary Vanguard Party?
Forward Towards the Party for the Emancipation of Labor

By F. Toolmaker 
I.

How can one go about constructing a united communist workers party in America? We know that there exists plenty here already; each claiming to be the genuine vanguard of the proletariat. But, if I may borrow a phrase from Lenin in WITBD where he says: "Who are the judges?", in the long run, I would figure, it would depend on the success of the revolutionary maneuvers performed by the working class.
A revolutionary party is indispensable and this committee considers it right to contribute to this effort and perhaps offer a few options on how we can go about it. 
We can try to fix the old communist party, if we deem it worthy of any respect, and make ourselves present among its ranks and provided, of course, that they welcome us.
Or we can apply ourselves to meeting with various ml circles in the spirit of founding a fellowship among us and hopefully opening the path for a future united centralized structure.
Or we can take our very own initiative and organize ourselves as a committee for the founding of a workers communist party and begin the process of recruiting into our organization. 
Or we can do all of the above.
However we do it would require degrees of commitment, time and sacrifice.
II.

A communist party is first and foremost a party of a class; and it is a party of a united people, that is, of a nation. It is not a party of one particular nationality over another nor of a particular race over another. The revolutionaries of the Communist workers Party of America must have a true affinity for that class if the working class is to follow its leadership. We should be one with them and understand its aspirations and sufferings. It is the organization of the most far seeing and committed warriors of the working class, the vanguard of proletarian revolution. It is armed with the scientific theory of Marxism-Leninism which we deem as our guide to action. 

While most Marxists parties and organizations proclaim serving the interest of the proletariat, many can't concur on who this proletariat is nor agree on its definition and then on what contingent of the working class should communists base themselves primarily.
Some believe that we should focus on the prisoners; others, on the destitute and dispossessed; still others declare that we should focus on the unemployed and marginal part time workers; and then there are those who would rather focus on immigrant labor and national minorities, a few would rather a party based on race. But we are all the proletariat, that class who lives only by the sale of their labor power or not live at all and the proletarian party should act upon the conditions of all sectors of the class.
Any revolution is about the completion of the technological and scientific transformation already in motion; that is, about the advancement of the productive forces of society; about being able to satisfy the economic and social needs of all of the people. And then about that sector of the entire population who is most interested in liberating these advanced forces of production [like electronics and robotics, services, retail, health, housing etc.] from the fetters of capitalism which's actions hinder the fruits of these very productive forces from reaching the impoverished masses.
Revolution is about overthrowing the morbid entanglement which reduces us to mere wage slaves and have-nots and then to beggars and prisoners. It is about leading the great mass of the impoverished and dispossessed into a grand transformation of the ownership of these means of production thereby replacing the good for nothing capitalists and financial speculators of their obsoletism by a new relationship where the state will own the major means of production under the rule of the working class and led by its revolutionary communist party. That is the plan. The working class is truly that class most interested in dissolving that relationship where man exploits man. This is the struggle taking place in the world today.
So you see why it is of the utmost importance that committed and learned workers and revolutionaries occupy membership to this glorious Party of Revolution.
III.
Not all communist agree, though. Many leftists in America would ostracize the industrial and unionized workers off this task; if not in words, then in deeds; they say that the workers earn too much money and are symbiotic with the bourgeoisie and capitalism. They fail to see the contradiction in the relationship between the two intertwined classes [and this includes not only the unionized sector but also the unorganized workers] and that one class seeks the negation of the other. 
They would act in contempt of this great sector, condemn its unions and organizations, consider it "Imperialist", "labor aristocratic", "reactionary", "white supremacist" and what not [although this organized sector has grown via the many years of class struggle to become a most overwhelmingly multinational and multiracial contingent]. 

The internal discord within organized labor is typical of any mass organization in imperialist society. Bourgeois ideology reigns. Now it is said that the working masses gravitates towards socialist thinking on its very own, yet bourgeois ideology corrupts out judgment in the most despicable way. And so the masses search for other ways of off-setting, if you will, the sectarianism and fatalism of bourgeois ideology by falling back onto other means of attaining consciousness like religion, philosophy, or depression.
IV.

Industries have changed much nowadays. Wal-Mart’s and fast foods, and Hospitals, transportation, communications, electronics, and service industries abound. Manufacturing has expanded elsewhere; robotics has displaced workers. It seems that most workers in the US of A are of the non productive category (that is, don't add extra value to a commodity) and offer the value of a service; while also, a new and growing sector of the working class is becoming technically savvy.
This is our reality and nevertheless this is our working class; while, let's say, 80% do the work, less than 15% are organized. I believe that at the point of production, especially at the largest industries, (whether it be manufacturing, service, retail, health, electronics, food, culture, etc.) should our young revolutionary workers be going. And we all should agree, since it is jobs that we seek anyhow; and we should approach it in this light. 
They say that communists should go where the masses are rising. It may be true, but we wouldn't want to be caught up at the tail end of one skirmish after another leading to nowhere when we can, instead, be lending it an anti-capitalist understanding. Therefore we should infuse communist ideology in a language that's common to the people if there is to be any talk of revolution among our young workers and the poor and oppressed people. We should assist the unions, for example, in organizing drives… or we should initiate our own action… but either way, the workers must be organized and communists must eventually allow themselves to be voted into the leadership of our organizations and institutions. THAT, I offer, as the art of the initial stage of action. 
V.

It is true that a revolutionary party cannot be built within a vacuum. The task of focusing on party building becomes a major communist practice if we are to build an organization with a new way of thinking. Our party should consist of young workers (although students are fine and necessary) steadily recruiting their working and student comrades and friends. And then, if it is to be a communist party, these aspirants should know the rudiments of the science of proletarian revolution for it is our mighty weapon lest we find ourselves unarmed against the barrage of bourgeois ideology.
Once we have this party, we can proceed to directing the proletariat into democratizing our work places and societies and institutions, and ridding ourselves of the opportunists and careerists within them who would impede our thinking, our satisfaction and our ultimate emancipation. 
These deeds take real work and close connection within the means of production and social institutions.
This is communist work and what is taking place in Greece, Spain, Venezuela, Cuba, DPRK, Vietnam, and even in state capitalist China (as many on the left deem it) via the leadership of socialist and communist parties. 

Communists are taboo in bourgeois societies; we are the shunned, the radicals, those snubbed by the very anarchists and Trotskyists themselves. So we must take care and sometimes be like the ninjas, i.e. invisible but quite effectual. 

So, if the proletariat, working or unemployed, black, Latin, Asian, white, immigrant or native born, oppressed nationality or nation, is not in the lead, then the bourgeoisie can simply take the reins of power and change the colors of our flag from the red star to the red, white, and blue of their bourgeois state… and that is how circumstances stand in the world today.
Forward towards the party for the emancipation of labor!
The Need for a United Front of Workers, Oppressed Nationalities and Others against the Capitalist Crisis, Attacks and Imperialist War

By George Greene

We know that the Party does not exist in a vacuum, much less does it exist for itself. As has already been pointed out, the Party is a vanguard detachment of the working class.

Since about 2008, we have been in a period of severe capitalist crisis. It has had its ups and downs, particularly with the “jobless recovery.” Official unemployment is still very high, almost 8%, which means if one includes those who have given up looking for work and those involuntarily employed part time, almost 17%. The circumstance in which a large sector of the working class, misled by the trade union bureaucrats, has followed along with the policies of imperialism, especially since the early 1950s, is breaking down. The repressive forces of the state, particularly here the NYPD, have carried out almost 700,000 “stop and frisks”, overwhelmingly of Blacks and Latinos, especially youth. There are increased police murders of unarmed people, again overwhelmingly Blacks and Latinos, and especially youth. Even sectors if the petty bourgeois youth, largely with some college education, have rebelled against the “1%” through Occupy Wall Street and have been subjected to coordinated police violence.

The government has been increasing its powers of state repression. While Bush brought us the PATRIOT ACT, Obama has pushed through the National Defense Authorization Act, allowing for indefinite detention and even execution of U.S. citizens without trial. Although we are not yet in a period of fascism, the way is being prepared for this.

At the same time, the government is carrying on unceasing war abroad. There are still troops and armed mercenaries in Iraq, the war in Afghanistan continues, Libya’s government was overthrown and threats and sanctions are being constantly carried out against Syria and Iran.

Under these conditions a united front is an urgent necessity. At this point this does not mean a single organization with that name. It mainly means a coordinated fightback by all sectors under attack.

Most important is a united fightback by the multinational working class, organized and unorganized, native-born and immigrant. In New York City there have been continual attacks against workers, particularly but not only in the public sector. These attacks have taken the form of layoffs, wage cuts, reductions in pensions and health insurance, and against the right to organize and strike. But most of the unions, if they have fought back at all, have held passive rallies, mostly of just their own members, or as in DC 37 just their own local. It is the task of all class-conscious worker, and particularly those who consider themselves Marxist-Leninists, to raise among the workers and progressive trade union leaders that these are attacks against our class, and we must raise the fightback to a class level.

This is a fight that most workers in Western Europe (which has the most similar conditions to that in the U.S.) understand, even if they are still under the leadership of revisionist or social-democratic political parties and reformist trade union bureaucrats. That is why they have been able to carry out large, successful general strikes, even though these have mainly been limited to one-day strikes and have not yet led to a revolutionary situation.

The work to build a united front, to begin to organize for a united fightback, clearly needs to be taken up by a much larger and broader group than the forces gathered here today. But we need to put these discussions forward in all areas in which we work, in the workplaces, in the political and social organizations that we are part of. We must take up the tactical and practical issues that this involves. Such work for a united front in no way decreases our tasks as revolutionaries, as we must try to win the advanced workers that will gravitate to this united front work to join us in the fight for a genuine communist party. To paraphrase Lenin, the increase in spontaneous activity of the masses must lead to a mass of consciousness by us Marxist-Leninists.
